
MAINTAINING SYNTHETIC 

SPORT SURFACES 
Ensuring safety, performance and ability to achieve life expectancy 





Types of 
Maintenance 
Maintenance means the routine, scheduled and responsive 

work needed to keep a surface safe, clean, even, resilient 

and fit for purpose. 

For synthetic turf this may include inspection, litter removal, 

brushing, grooming, infill management, seam checks, 

decompaction, stain removal, weed or algae treatment, 

drainage cleaning and monitoring of field edges. 

It also includes user behaviour, record keeping, contractor 

capability and budget planning. The right maintenance 

regime depends on the surface type, age, usage intensity, 

surrounding trees, drainage design, infill system and sport­

specific wear patterns. 

• Level 1- Reactive Maintenance

Problems fixed after failure and can include emergency 

repairs, frequent complaints and are at high cost.

• Level 2 - Daily Monitoring and Grooming

Pre-use walkovers, litter removal, and top-ups in high-wear

zones, such as penalty spots and corner flags, help prevent 

damage 

• Level 3 - Routine Brushing and Decompaction

Timetabled grooming keeps fibres upright and infill evenly

spread. Deep cleaning removes debris and improves drainage 

and safety. 

• Level 4- Scheduled Maintenance and Repairs

Biannual renovations, seam checks, and infill top-ups extend 

system performance and reduce injury risk. Older surfaces 

require increased attention. 

• Level 5 - Predictive Monitoring and Actions

Embracing technology and monitoring identify issues before 

they occur, including surface analytics, wear mapping and

drainage monitoring

In addition: 

• Surface-Specific Maintenance Guides

Biannual renovations, seam checks, and infill top-ups extend 

system performance and reduce injury risk. Older surfaces 

require increased attention.

• Equipment and Training

Biannual renovations, seam checks, and infill top-ups extend 

system performance and reduce injury risk. Older surfaces

require increased attention. 
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Design to Reduce 
Maintenance 
Burden 
Innovative design and construction can minimise long-term 

maintenance. 

• Dual-yarn or tape-yarn systems reduce brushing

frequency.

• Shock pads lower infill requirements and improve

drainage. 

• Subsurface drainage prevents infill migration and

microplastics.

• Site fencing, shoe-cleaning mats, and sealed seams help

contain debris.

Routine 
Service Care 
The routine service care will normally be carried out by clubs, 

government, or the sports, and these routines should occur 

pre- and post-training or competition to ensure performance 

can be adhered to. This may include: 

• Inspect before and after heavy use, storms and events.

• Remove litter, leaves, twigs, gum, spills and organic

matter quickly.

• Brush or groom to lift fibres and redistribute infill.

• Check high-wear areas such as goals, corners, entrances 

and coaching zones.

• Top up infill where needed and avoid over-grooming that 

may damage yarn.

• Treat weeds, moss or algae with manufacturer-approved

products. 

• Repair seams, line markings and small defects early.






